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STEP 2

‘Nika’s Dream

FOR THE FIRST
BLUSHING, AND
WITH WORDS TIME SINCE MY

FIRST LOVE IN
ORIBBLING FROM
MY MOUTH, T ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL, 1
THOUGHT MY ,
CONFESSION CONFESSED TO

A PERSON I
WENT WELL, 8UT e
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HUH= WHY
ARE YOU
SAYING
THAT SO
SUCDEN-
Ly?

YOSHIDA SAID
=~ HE LIKES MIKI
> 14 THE ACTRESS.

When I-Tm e —
reborn, Twant |7 g~

t0 become a Z Z
gorgeous

| EVEN THOUEGH
| HE FRANKLY
AND CLEARLY
REJECTED
ME, IT SEEMS
LIKE HE'S UN-
AFFECTED.

ABOUT
YOUu,
KURUSU?




DECOUCIIAN

-Nika’s Dream




e |

' THE &lY WHO
REJECTED
ME 15
TALKING
TO ME..

T want to
run awayl

THE THING WE

THE THING WE RECENTLY
RECENTLY PISCUSSED,
DISCLISSED? CAN WE TALK
ABOUT IT

TODAY?

"Koori no Joou” ("The Ice Queen™) Volumes 1 & 2 are
available for purchase in Japanese. Here are the
ISBNs to search online bookstores:

Volume 1: 978-4063418965
Volume 2: 978-4063418965

If you enjoy this series, please ask your country’'s
manga publisher to licence "Koori no Joou". If you are
in the US, please make the request to Kodansha USA.



HE TALKED
ABOLT A
BUNCH OF
THINGS,
BUT

a5 |

¥ | | BECAUSE OF

1'% | THE' SHOCK OF
| /REVECTION, I

|/ DIDN'T HEAR A

WORD HE SAID,

\ :

AFTER I
CON-
FESSED..

{ § IOON'T
] KNOW WHAT
HE SAID,
BUT FOR ]
NOW I'LL
DOESN'T NANAO  JLIST,
FEEL AWKWARD AGLEE.
TALKING TO A GIRL |
HE REJECTED?!

THIS 1S
WHAT'S
CALLED
BEING
“"FRIEND-
ZONED".

&
Sy BTN

/IT EAG S S

HURTS. |

TODAY,

LET'S LEAVE

TOGETHER,
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: L 4 I7'S NICE TO
She S SO -/TU Ve MEET YOU.
h... T'M AKIRA'S
pretty! —] | _ OLDER
_— 2 SISTER
) CAGLIRA
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EBEEN
| TALKING
| ABOLIT? 50 YOU'RE
- g = THE &IRL THAT
/7 AKIRA'S BEEN
TALKING

] = 1l \ I ABOUT,
| i

I 1l

SKATE |
HOWEVER Ckat- LET'S SEE!

i \jﬂu LIKE. ing? HOW ABOUT
I

YOU TeY
SKATING?!
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HOWEVER
S YOU LIKE!

------
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- WHY AM I
4 HERE IN
THE FIRST
PLACE?

15 THIS
SOME KIND
OF TesT? |

/
--"f/,’
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- T DON'T KNOW!
WHAT.TO DO,
DON'T KNOW

X8 wHATTO/DO.

EVEN THOLEGH T
WAS TOLD TO
SKATE HOWEVER
T LIKE, I OON:T;
KNOW WHAT TO
DO.




T'M A
KUueusU! LIKE BEGINNER,
e dTHE THE FIRST TIME I DON'T EVEN

YOLUl SKATED! KNOW THE
BASICS.

I

R
e AT, R
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DOES HE
MEAN WHEN I
IMAGINED
SKATING LIKE

HIM...?



EVEN THOUGH
SHE'S A BE-
GINNER, SHE'S
INTERESTING.
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“—THE SCARY=—__
= FACEP!I S

\451' IMPOR-

TANTLY, THAT
SKATING IS

THAT'S NOT TOO MUCH
WDME:% LIKE AKIRA'S!

FIGLIRE
SKATING!

YOU'RE NOWHERE
STAGGER-  NEAR
/7 CAN'T LIFT STAMINA!
@ ) youe
LEEGS
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SHE 'S

GIVING ME ' A BEGINNER WHO
TONS O:;' CAN SKATE LIKE
PRAISE!! AN EXPERIENCED

SKATER; THAT'S
AMAZING!

YOU DEFINITELY
HAVE 000
BALANCE [

AND A
&000
MEMORY.

MEANS YOUR

oAl LATENT

YOU'OE A PHYSICAL

oo00IEY! ABILITY IS REPRODUC-
- HIGH., IN&G WHAT

YOU saw

e ———
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WE'LL AIM
TOWARD BEING
THE QUEEN OF
THE ICE RINK
TOGETHER!
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I'M SORRY

g aseel | ABOLIT ALL

CONFESSED | THE PUSHI-
TO ME. NESS.

WHEN I TOLD

KAGLIRA
ABOUT YOuU,
SHE SAID
WAS IT SHE WANTED
SOMETHING TO MEET
LIKE THAT? YOLL...




WHEN SHE
FINALLY

I'M €0INE
TO BECOME

; ‘ﬁ’%ww %
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S e

SEEING THE
PEOPLE
THAT I
COACH WIN

IS HOW T'LL
CONTINUE MY
DREAM,

EMERGED...

SHE WAS IN
AN ACCIDENT
A YEAR
BEFORE
KAGLRA
LAST... INJURED HER
RIGHT KNEE AND
CAN'T COMPETE
ANYMORE...
.-\. l,| g
SHE STILL T
WON MEDALS { i
AFTER, BUT >
-r"?‘:" - -
i
T
. MR
3 ”'H-" : =t j*f
| i -
SHE [DIDNJT 7
CEAVEIHER
ROOMIEORIA
WHILE:

RATE, A
SKILLED
COACH IS
NECESSARY.

I OON'T THINK
SHE WAS
SAYING MEAN
THINEGS TO
YOU,

THE COST OF
A COACH IS
NOT TRIVIAL,

IS WHAT
1 SHE
SAID..




SISTER CAME
WITH ME.
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3 TO INCREASE feaimen is 100

e " YOUR STAMINA/
ﬁngLL e Sl e rgnrnus! ("

YOUR FACE —
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= HaTs— YOU'LL GET D
= —=WHAT=SHE= USED TO IT IN —
= ————SAID:BUT= 3 MONTHS, V=
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T \sHE'S A |
FOR NOW, @ cLass- | Ot

TAKE HER MATE AND |
TO YOUR KAGSURA'S

ROOM, CLIENT.
AKIRA,

' HERE FOR DID YOU
e

/&y \t KAGLRA, SHE BRING A
ﬁQE Wﬁy | JUST LEFT TO FRIEND?

' :ag | CSE‘#E%IS:JEE
N F MOThey 7 1A
TOO £ STORE.

MANY (Y&t |\
peazs{f{;. L) )

; SHE'LL 8 I/ -
BACK

THEN.. I SHORTLY,
HAVE TO Y £
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/ YOU CAN

HAVE A SEAT
Bl ANYWHERE
YOU LIKE.

STARING
WOLULD 8E
CREEPY..

IS TH-THIS A
PHOTO FROM
THE RECENT
COMPETITION?




T'M BACK! /|
[ """ IS NIKA

AR

HERES!
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NIKA! LET'S
&0 OVER
HERE!
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h
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HE
FLIPPED

i
VO: NATIONAL COMPETITION COMPILATION
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I THOUGHT THE \
FIRST THING I
THAT WAY YOU  SHOULD DO S
CAN GET AN SHOW YOU SOME
IMAGE OF  FEMALE SKATING
IS FEMALE  PERFORMANCES!
FIRST ONE, bt pam
THAT -

WOULD gE
AMAZING.

IF YOU CAN

......

AND Lee MENTS Q
POSI-
TIONS

HOW DEL- 1™
ICATE AND

STUDY THIS
AND REMEM-
BER HOW IT




YOU HAVE A
DISCERNING
EYEr

g )
.-@.:ﬁ: e
i

YyOU RECOE-
NIZED IT,

DION'T YOU? /

THIS YEAR,
SHE'S EXPECTED
TO SWEEP THE
TOURNAMENT.

SHE'S THE
SAME AGE AS
AKIRA AND YOU,

THE &Il
FROM THE
PHOTO!!

ffffff

HER JUMPING
AND SPINNING
TECHNIQUE ARE
TOP-NOTCH TO
SAY THE LEAST.

SHE & THE
GENIUS FEMALE
SKATER WHO
CAN DO QUAD
JUMPS,
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SHE'S ALWAYS

AND HER QVERFLOWING
ABILITY TO ; AND SPEAKS  wITH SELF-
COMPLETE I DON'T LIKE A CONFIDENCE

1S AMAZING, THINK OF NO-NONSENSE
ANYTHING TINY QUEEN.

ELSE gUT
TOTAL
VICTORY.

WHEN
SHE WAS IN
ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL,
SHE WAS IN
THE SAME

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

i\




OF COURSE
NANAO IS
GOINE TO STAY
IN CONTACT
WITH HER,

-----

......

T HAVE A .II I.F Hls : r—— g ‘|
PEDSONALITY!! SISTER 21 [ =l
COACHES/ \ |
£ ME, | 1
T THERE 5 A i i
CHANCE/ /| & LB
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NO MATTER ;
HOW HARD I . gﬁﬁ; .
TRY, T WILL _ > TH
NEVER : CONFIDENCE
BECOME A / ~| AND SPEAKS
SIPL LIKE / . Ak HER MIND
HER, / AR A £ CLEARLY.

i I'M SURE
SHE'S THE \_- " THERE'S
COMPLETE ‘ NOT A
OPPOSITE

SINGLE
OF ME!! N ~

8AD
THING

ABOUT
HER...

P

|

| EVEN THOUGH I

| WAS DUMPED, I
WON'T LET &0.

| IT'S LIKE I'M A

- STALKER.

I HATE BEING
LIKE THIS...



OH... SHOULD
YOU BE SKIPPING
MORNING
PRACTICE TODAY

IT'S EXPECTED
THAT SHE
WOULDON'T

STICK WITH IT.

YEAH.. LIKE
I'VE BEEN
THINKING,
I'M &0INE

HEADING

I'M SELFISHZE=E
AND WEAKTS.

T'M THE®
WORST.




SKATINE\TO

8E WITH)| \
NANAO R\
SOMEDAY?

=] EL.ITTL: IN&

R

[{ PEOPLE

8UT I DID WHO)| SKATEL.« \
PEALLY FOR, REAL,
THINK IT QUITTING IS

WAS FLIN, I ATHE [RIGHT

VETHING/TO
(A DO,

I3

I REALLY
OID ENJOY
MYSELF

I'M elLAD
NANAQ SITS
IN FRONT OF
ME.

NOW THEN,
LET'S PRACTICE
/ CONVERSING.

UH, WE'LL I CAN'T

CONTINUE LOOK HIM IN
FROM WHERE THE EYE.,
WE LEFT OFF

YESTERDAY.




to become in the
future?"
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"What do vou want MS. kKueusu’

|  DON'T HAVE
AN ANSWER,
THEN YOU
CAN READ
FROM THE
TEXTEBOOK,

"What do you want to become in the future?"

"l would like to become a teacher ."

TN

~her




I WANT TO
BECOME
AN ALAI

-y .
L b
=,




I would like to be a figure skater in the future.




| would like to be a figure skater in the future.
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| I-I skipped

pr-practice

R
e

yesterday.

i

=
e

|' that’s
not ! |

Training was il
tigotous, but | 5[::%'
| it vasn't that |' | you
1 bad on me!! | Py
| Th- |18 ALL
. P TO

YOu..

WANTING TO
QUIT BECAUSE
OF RIGOROUS
PRACTICE IS




BUT NOW...

YOUu
FLIPPED THERE WAS
T OVER.. A PHOTO IN

YOueR

A PHOTO OF
= YOUR SISTER
i SAD.. sHE's  JOU AND

KIWAKO AT
THE SR YOU. - THE compe-

TITION.




TH-THAT'S
WHY I
MISSED
PRACTICE.

SHE'S A
FUNNY
WEIRDO.,

THERE'S
NOTHING
MORE OR

LESS TO IT.

o

EVEN IF I MAKE
A FRESH START,
I CAN'T
BECOME A eleL
LIKE HER.

THAT KINO OF
THING WAS
&0OINEe AROLUND
AND AROLIND IN
MY HEAD.

S,

KIWAKO 1S
A FRIEND.

IT SEEMED
LIKE I'M.. I'M .
CLINGING EVEN
THOUGH YOU -i
RP-REJECTED ‘

ME., .

I BECAME
HESITANT,

T

I REALLY
WAS
BEING
CLIN&Y.
SORRY.

FORGET
ABOUT IT.

&IZE TO
YOoue
SISTER
FOR ME
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ERTRRHRES

is that \
how it
is...?

I ra) CEERENN
QWS DESTRLUCTED N
I WASN'T G

POPLILAR N
WITH 8IRLS., ,

SKATING 15 MORE
IMPORTANT TO ME
I REALLY THAN TALKING TO

DON'T GET GIRLS.,
SOMEONE
SAYING THAT
THEY LIKE ME.



I WANTED TO
SEE YOU AGAIN,
SO I TALKED TO \
YOU. ; AT SCHOOL 1
THOUEGHT, "OH/
SHE'S THE ElIRL
WHO ALWAYS
HAS HER HEAD
DOWN..."
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AT FIRST WHEN T
SAW YOU AT THE
SKATING RINK, T

COULON'T 4
REMEMBER WHO
YOU WERE... P
777

- /] FOR INSTANCE, I
oAk R e R WONDERED, WHY
; o 3 : B . = YG“E H‘Eﬂ[} |5
ALWAYS DOWN?

WHEN YOU
LOOK
STRAIGHT

I OON'T
KNOW IF T
LIKE YOU,
suT..

I &0T
CURIOUS...




D.

AND
FACED
FORWAR

I LIFTED
MY HEAD




IT'S IMPORT-
ANT FOR HER WHAT? NIKA
TO GET IN HER ALREADY
PRACTICE TIME LEFT"
EARLY IN THE
MOENING, — I'M HEADING

our.

WELL THEN...
I BETTER
START
WORKING
FOR A
RAISE...
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= em
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LINTIL
NOW,

I THOUGHT

I Hﬂﬁ JD

GAl PE

STAMINA NOTHING
WOLULD

COME OF

MY LIFE.
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WHEN I'M RERORN,
WEIAT 0O T WANT TO

e

I'LL TRY HARDER
TO SPEAK UP,
EVEN THOUIGH I

EECOME&
e - ‘;

IF I INTEND
TO 8E

FEEL LIKE THE

REBORN,

R e
oS
g
—
:
o =i

AND I

ARE CAUGHT
IN MY
THROAT, I'LL
CALM DOWN

F—

SURELY
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skating J
years ago.
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That was a
splendid
artistry-

packed
performance.
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