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WHENEVER I AS A
WENT TO 16-YEAR
HARAIUK U OLD,
AFTER
SCHOOL,

:.'-':'-: ME ‘.
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THIS WORLD
APPEARS
ROUGH AND
VIOLENT.,

WELL.. I
SAW THIS

HAVE IT.

FOR SOME-
THING IN
IS PARTICULAR?

i . :
Mﬂﬁﬁ YOu
l LOOKING

: _':E Soyred \.illl. W
i \ . =) '
fr-“-*--' . / -~

LET ME &0
CHECK FOR
YOU. wOuLD
YOU LIKE TO
TRY IT ON?




THIS
MONTH |15
WHAT IF YOu E0INE
COME WORK TO B8E

AT MY OTHER WHAT At TIEHT.

THE HOURLY
PAY IS €000,
AND IT'S ONLY
ONCE A WEEK,

THE CUSTOMERS
ARE ALL YOUNG
MEN. I COULD
INTRODUCE YOU.

THERE
ARE MANY
DIFFERENT

LIVES

THIS aes
CUTTERING |
CINCE S




WHY AM I
POURING
THE
DRINKS?

SHOULDN'T
IT BE THE

ACTUALLY, f
MS. IWATA MONEY 15 Of
WAS  GONNA BE
HOSPI- TIGHT THIS
TALIZED.  MONTH.

IT'S TO

ge gX- BESIDES, 1M TiRED

PECTED WHEN YOU FROM

gvery POURTHE wopkINe
ONCE IN A _ OFRINKS, — muLTipLE
WHILE OF THEY TASTE  jogs,

THE #Ut RETTER,

1 g Jl-" |
&




LIKE A
COMMON
&le0OLO,
A LITTLE
GUILTY
DOING

MRS,
I HeaRD  YEAH I TWATA. ..

T'M THINK SHE :
HER EAMILY ISN'T
GOING =+ 220\ A MOVED INTO SHE A

TO CALL

P HER FPOM A NURSING PECSLLAR

HOME OR
COMING Ccus-
GeoE  SOMETHING. TOMED?

EVERY
MOENINEG,

I &0 VISIT I'M NOT DOING
MRS, TWATA WELL AS A

EVERY DAY.. HOST, S0..




TO A WOMAN

intalsg HE'LLSAY, T
IT WAS THAN TWICE LSy,
A HARD HIS AGE, ¥ Ove-YOU
BECAUSE oecisiON
I'MI100Z 10 makE e
JAPANESE, o ,

— nﬁ EEE\DE{:;
SUT T'M DOING SEEMS Y ELDERS. \
T FOR THE LIKE A
MONEY... T'M CLITE
SPOILED, YOU SRANNY.
SEE.




YOu
SPARE
JusT A ARISU,
MOMENT
TO SEE
M,
TKETANI?

EVERYONE,
GIVE A BI&
ROUND OF
APPLAUSE!

IT'S MR,

IKETANI'S
BICTHDAY.

SORRY,
NONTA, IT'S
ONLY FOR

I WANT TO
0 TO0
YOUR PLACE
TONIGHT,

LIKE THE
SMELL OF
SMOKE IN

MY
CLOTHES.




YOu

[ sieecine ¥
WITH
NONTA?




YOU CAN
STAY LINTIL
CLOSING,
CAN'T YOU?




EVEN THOUGH

I KNOW THIS

%\' EABIN R GLITTERING

%s
% T(STILL WANT
1_1'333 1O cE
SN N OECEIVED

-

[

S BY=THESE i
s BRIGHT-AND 2
'55-.':5;.'5:_'5__-15-:5:-.:; wwD i

G COLORS i

IT WAS
I HEARD 7% ¥ 1 ousTee THE
ABOUT IT A ¥ 1 /4 eNousH OPEN-AIR
FEW DAYS A6O | L </ § W4 FoeTHe BATHWAS
ON THE RADIO. [\ e TWO OF CUTE.




WHAT'S

WEONE,
ARISUP

OH WELL...
ENOUEH OF

WHICH ONE
WOUuLD YOou




I CAN'T

ARE YOU HANDLE
ALCOHOL., Zrg ey i o
Eé%l.l.ﬁ‘% e 741 < ek 3 I'LL HAVE
74 i S ' ol i A SODA,

WHAT

DON'T YOU THINK
MY WIFE WOULD
GET ANGRY WITH
ME IF T &0 HOME
DRUNK?

I MESSED
LR

WERE YOU
THINKING?

IF I WERE STILL
20, I'M SURE T
wOuLD &0
ALONG WITH
BEING FOOLED.

COME
HERE.




RIGHT NOW,

I'M ONLY

PRETENDING 5 i LET'S HAVE

TO 8E,- o
OO P ONE MORE
PER Lo ol S &0.
: "* £
sl o '_._-5...!"
P &
Jp T -
ok ﬁ"r

ARISL?
E000D
ARE YOU MORNING.

COMING
HOME AT
THE END
OF THIS
MONTH?

HEY, HELLO
SIS, 1S THAT

I DON'T
THINK I CAN
GET THE TIME

OHP 8UT I
HEARD PAPA
WAS &OING TO
PICK YOU UP

THE APPAREL
DEPARTMENT
1S LOW ON
STAFFE



I'HFEH "T
SETTLED
DOWN.

YOU'PE

I'M
ol sup-
HAVE ANY MYSELF
SAVINGS.

T S

ALLY, THE
POPULATION
IS RISING.

KNOW?
JAPAN'S
DECLINING,

A P L e L T WL e Ly Ly ¥ | ;L
1111 ' —

BECALUSE
YOu
THINK
MAMA
AND PAPA
ARPE
ANGRY AT
YOU.

STOP
SAYING
THAT,

PAPA
APPANGE A
MARRIAGE
FOR YOU.

SINCE
YOU'RE
MARRIED,

DON'T GET
UPSET
ABOUT IT,
HEY, THINK
ABOUT IT.




I'VE BEEN

BAD MOUTH- WOULDN'T &L UP UNTIL
ING MYSELF YOL FEEL o NOW,
TO EVERYONE SORrRRY
FOR THE
A ™ o
i - THIS MONTH'S ESCAPE
THAT | MANAGER ot vaeo o | Feb@eelyRESPON-
WAS SOLD LESS MEET? IT'LL GE SIBILITY.
LAST IMPOSSIBLE }:_-_--
MONTH, L
RIGHT? RS

THAT MANAGER-
WOMAN FROM
HEADQUARTERS
CUT HER SOME

THAT
WOMAN  MAKES
HAS NO ME

FASHION

SHOULDON'T
SAY THAT,




WORKING A JOB g INLY
THAT YOU DON'T o o ﬁggﬁf‘; i
LIKE, FLATTERING WORsST

PEOPLE WHIL
SELLING

JUST LIKE

yOup HEAD, CLOTH THAT YOU
PRETENDING TURN 30

THAT IT'S QEFORE YOU
TRUE LOVE. KNOW IT.

I OON'T
WANNA EE
THAT OLD.
THAT'S THE
WORST.

R R

R

| , 6y, EVEN WHEN T

.. I'LL COME (@ \ TURN 30,
HERE TO \ IT'LL BE FINE
SPEND TIME r (ST IF I'M STILL
wiTh You a5 G & A LOW-WAGE

WORKER,

A OISTRAC- g,@:}
N g )




HAVEN'T I

BEEN HEY,
ASKING
FOR YOUu

RECENTLY?

THAT'S NOT COULDN'T
a ENOLIGH YOU HAVE
PEOPLE, ERPOUEHT
“ APPAREL MORE
WORKERS PEQPLE?!
ARE POOR,

OFFICE

LADIES - ¥

ARE THE ,_H?SEEDE
ONES L BRING IN

MAKING v AROUT
2ANK,

OH THIS?
IT'S A NEW
ITEM AT MY




\| s \
s G NG
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%

A \ \

i
j o AREN'T
1 e | euyswate | TRL | THeee aee |15 TR A
WHEN I WAS KID  NO. THIS SORT  Irvey AL Ao CRAR
LIVING IN MY OF THING, LOOK CRABS. SHELL?
HOMETOWN, WE S CRUSTA |
USED TO MAKE CEANS.
CRAWFISH STEW.
WHAT?!
Swarovski
Crystal Crustacean Series
X
ESPE- STEW..”
ClALLY \\i j BUT DON'T
X N AFTER ~ =/ | THEY'RE CRAYFISH .
~7) YOU LET S o FINE, & HAVE ‘
s . Jﬂ%ﬁg N \Q, 2 PARASITES?
! I : ! Lo»
ALCOHOL., —
j £ . .
H SINMER..P! 9" : 7 “ T
Qf_ 2 A 8-GRADE
- ”5 SLINMA., HICK GOLIRMET, It
NONTA, THERE'S NO :
WHERE WHAT THE  LINDERSTAND- deli-
ARE YOU HECK? IN& YOUR cious
FROM? TASTE...




WHY
ARE YOU
WORKING

AS A

I END UP f il e o BECAUSE
TALKING 0 et o 0 0 T'M NOT
ABOUT HOW ALY VERY
PRODLUCT IS,
I DON'T

HAVE THE
BRAINS
FOR
BUSI-
NESS,
YOU SEE.

IS S
I'VE BEEN _,/ ’S

BECAUSE OF
THAT, THERE

)J - WEREN'T
J ,1)) MANY CUS-

/ TOMERS,

LIVING MY LIFE

gY 6OING 7).
WITH THE - 4"’?}

IT'S . :r."-_J-,-;_ —~
CYNICAL y & W "ONE OF
e == % OLR FEW
CUSTOM-
ERS FE-
FERRED ME
TO HERE.




HAVE
you i
ALREADY o
SLEPT
WITH

WHAT'S SO
GEEAT
ABOUT THAT
OLD MAN?Z

TAKE AN-
OTHER
LOOK,

ONLY EUEB

MY HEAD

AT A TIME
LIKE

ARISU, ARE
YOU IN
LOVE WITH
THE CLURB
MANAGER?

THAT
SOUNDS
VERY MUCH
LIKE YOU,
IT'S FINE,
ISN'T IT?

I'M TALLER
AND MY FEET
ARE BIGGER,

PROBABLY.




O LAVISHING AN EASY-
MONEY ON EOING HOST
AN UNMOTI- WITHOU®
VATED CUSTOMERS
HOSTESS. .

Yy

BUT KEEP
ON DOINE
IT.

ICAN'T  8UT  BOTH
TORTURE NONTA
MYSELF IN AND 1
— 1 " 0 F'FRONT OF & ARE
— e\ . EVERYONE. FOOLS,

G2

FOOLISH /A
THAN /S
NONTA. (S

ZARLUSOBA
AND
TSUKIMI
LOON,

\‘Z’f _ 7,




DO YOou
WANT THE

BECAUSE I
WANTED TO
&IVE YOU THE

THEN WHY
“w, OFDER THE
N TSUKIMI

GIVE ME
THE
EGE?




A BABY
BIRD?

THAT WAS
&00D.

J "'i-n.n.'_h_r.l;r.r W n

=MEANY

= ".__...-

E

.:'.:'._'.: . |

WERE YOU
TOLD WIVES
THIN?

ENOUGH, T
DON'T
WANT TO
GET FAT,

YOU'RE NOT
MY WIFE.
ON MY

FAMILY
PEGISTER,

ARISU,




THEY'RE
SOLD AT
TEMPLE

FESTIVALS.

~ OVER

NN\ THERE.
THOSE

THEY JUST
300-YEN
TOYS?

T'LL BUY
WHEN T WAS
TWO OF LITTLE, MY
DAD
BOLEGHT
ONE FOR

ME.

ONE FOR
Y'Ou,



HE'S
TREATING
ME LIKE A
BABY BIRD.

WHEN, T
WASYA

OF BEING, A=

TREASLRED _
_————pET, OLAYS
8 INTO THE

ILLU SIGH




MAKES IT
SO EASY
TO REMIND
MYSELF
THAT I'M A
WOMAN.

GOING
ALONG

v WITH THE
Y FLOW AND
RECEIVING
AFFECTION

llllllllllll

S,
Haids
Pl
Al
e
ek
L

BEING _
WRAPPED™ .-
ARDLIND

| o o :5f % f';-.:;:i_j :
/ ONE'S , o |
FINGER AND

oo by
YOURSELF AR
OVER

FEELS
clelols)
\ J




EH‘“‘“\_&H \
_UT WHENH T KNOW
IT BRINGSA. HE'S A
PLEASLIRE 3T\ LOSER BE-
CAN PUT T:H{&T_ CAUSE I'M A
ALL OUT QF% LOSER TOO.

b =

CSIEN FOR 2 HR2S AR = S0 .'-"_':-"E"d £ BISHT . MOENING AP0
i gm T T S A . (R ——— 1



| s1en: kOENDI sﬁﬁoﬂT o

WITH THAT

YOU WERE you'ge |OLO MAN  AFICLL
WITH THAT ONE TO SLECT

DAY,

CIo You
SLEEP
WITH
HER?/

LIFE'S A I'M WEAK
gITCH FOR N - WHEN IT I CAN'T
YOU, ISN'T | 1 i COMES  HELP
IT: | TO  MYSELF
: = WOMEN.

ISNT IT
THE SAME

7 |
! 5=
P
e
"
e

W SIEN: ELECTRONIC, DICTIONARY

"’ T

OLD WOMAN ARE YOU
DLIRING VWE </~ &OINE TO
CHRISTMAS? G - : SPEND N

WITH THAT

o
—

BOOK (FRONT: +CIPE
BOOK (BACK): COOKINE ENCYCLOPEDIA




THE DON'T !Ju I

o TRAIN'S GO OFF
HERE, I'LL SPECU-

=\ TALK TO LATING.
yOu
LATER.

I WANT TO
SPEND
TIME WITH
BUT YOu,
AREN'T
YOou
GOING TO
2E WITH
THAT OLD

IT WOULD
BE NICE
TO SPEND
CHRISTMAS
WITH THE
OLD MAN,

HE
PROMISED...

WHAT HAP-
PENED? THE
SIEGNBOARD




ARISU, CAN
YOU CALL THE
MANAGER?

THIS
ABOUT?




H

BUT MASA TOLD
HIKARU THAT
HE'D SPEND

CHRISTMAS WIT

HE'S NOT
TAKING
CALLS

WHAT'S
THE CLUB

GOING
TO DO




UINDERLTHE
NIGHTI SKY.

Qu

®

L] |

®

Q,
W
3
D




ol Jan
Eﬁf s /7
% .. " =
e DID THE \
cLug you r

= MaNaeee | LOOK KA = =
D|O SKIP COLD: Sl T ,E .

TOWN? v v

THANKS
FOR YOUR
HAED









RYLLISEL

THE KIND

OF NAME g
A o RYUUSEIR)

FESSION-

YOU WERE
THE BUTT
OF THE
JOKES?!

STARTED
WORKING

f NONTA EE
] THREE YEARS AGO N A

N

: f

* IO
‘ L : ) I &




IT'S BECAUSE § 1] UNgELIEV-
I'M FROM THE R i

STICKS.

--------
..........
_________

.....
o
.......

SOMEHOW,
I DON'T
THINK I°LL
EVER BE




I" . .. |||I -'-'::.--:
I' \ \ \ \ )/ g;;;; e
.| ALONe \O \piLEC ONf|
\ L —WITHMY \ -TOP-OF THE /L Z
4 <7 LusioNs' MULTICOLOR
/| QELOVE.  LUMBRELLA
{ : e"s'; T Hilk

I'VE
C‘ﬁ.LEEmv
PUT IT ALL
OUT OF MY
MIND,

AJE 5 ~
o ;b-*:,_—

| N
- COME TO
"‘ THINK OF y BUT THEY

T, THE ' HAVE é‘ HEY,
W4 OTHER DAY, gﬁﬁﬁﬁ AREN'T
e ‘ THESE
e CUTE?

. ﬁ ARE THOSE

{L AU\ EARRINGS? YA
18 ( THEY LOOK /[ (£ I
- LIKE TOYS. | %) o

é
%b
\




SUPPOSE 1
SHOULD
LISTEN TO
THE
SALES-
WOMAN,

i
e

HAMM,

AND AS THE
SNOW
MELTS, THE
ASPHALT
SHOWS
THROUEGH,

1 THOUSHT

THE OUTFIT
OION'T
et Bt re e
BOYFRIEND ‘
LOVED IT.

8UT THE
SUN
STILL

RISES

RPECOM-
MENDED
TO ME.

I WORE THE
CLOTHES
THE SALES-
WOMAN

I SHOULD
LISTEN TO
HER TOO.




?

|
I M R | “'
- == = ——THAT DAYT
CAUGHT A, ||

%: GLIMPSE.
Uﬂ% k “l II

I IF T euy
CLOTHES, I

| Wgsguf;ﬁfﬁ SIEN: KOENJ! ErTATIDN 1 | F '
i MONEY FOR S _:___,é;.;é;5;;;;;;-_;;;;;;._;___;_ || I ——
' FOOD THIS = "r*ﬁﬁwﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁxh A
- MONTH, — [ e

ARE YOU | i
LOQKING s

e : FOR A
s J08?

WE ONLY
NEED HELP
ONCE A
WEEK, IS
THAT OKAY?

WE CAN
PAY

DAY -0OF

AS WELL!

REALLY?
INTRODUCE
ME!

2O\ 16 NOT JUST

MADE ILP OF
PRIMARY
COLORS
ANYMORE.
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