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AT FIRST,
IT SEEMED
THAT
KITAROU'S
SKATING
WAS
SMOOTH.

i

S
.
S o

o

x%ﬁ :

| HOweVee,
. LINLIKE
“ NANAO'S
ORTHODOX
AND
ELEGANT
SKATING,
KITAROL'S
15 PAS-
SIONATE,

My Prince
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/' 1'VE BEEN |
| WAITING FOR
you TO
MAKE THAT
FACE,

aaaaaaaaaa

I'VE WANTED TO
MEET YOU SINCE
LAST YEAR'S
COMPETITION IN
CANADA.

gecause [WPA\ |
HE WAS NN ROBARLY |
SO N & FIRST SIGHT |

COOL.
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HE'S
DIFFERENT
ON THE ICE!

HE'S
ABSENT

I WAS GOING
TO SHOW

THIS TO

M‘NﬂTO; sUT- _{‘

HE WAS AT THE
COMPETITION IN
CANADA,

BUT HIS
TRAINER WAS
PART OF THE

EUROPEAN

CIRCUIT.




<k FEEL
A gIT
RELIEVED...
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Y THIS 1S ALSO
AWKWARD!
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BUT WHEN
I SEE
HIM, HOW
SHOULD T
FACE HIM?
THIS IS SO

CONFELUSING...
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NO,

- MINATO

HASN'T
SAID A
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HAVE YOU

HEARD
FROM HIM?

P,

Y SINCE YOU'RE
%@ COING TO THE ||

ICE RINK, I'LL
COME WITH
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_I THE it SINCE
ComNe |7y wavent TR0 T .
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YOUBEEN IN g00p, |+ T —
. RIeHT. 1 ANY cOMPE-
/7\ TITIONS UNTIL

1|/ rame= |
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HEY,
AREN'T /
YOLU é0INé

‘T WHY TO S4Y |
LI oy ooy soue |
UNINTEN- | R THEREP! MOREP
TIONAL?! | =

WHEN YOLU

! SKATE WITH

1 YOoue HAIe

. COMBED BACK,
ARPE YOU A
DIFFERPENT

CHARACTER?P/




cOLLe / \
EVEN . I.-'f THAT'S \
BECOME -/ KNOWN AS
o AN “LETTING
T

THE TRUTH
1S, I'M
REALLY

NERVOLIS.
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' AS I WATCHED,

1
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AT FIRST, 1
THOUGHT, HOW
COULD SLICH A

SMALL &IRL

BECOME THE
FIREBIRD?

| LAST YEAR,

I SAW YOUR | _
FIRERIRD U OfF the icell
PERFOR- =\

MANCE. 7

WHEN I
SKATE,

IT JusT THAT'S THE
MORE OR MOOD I
LESS CONVEY.

HAPPENS,

T HAHAHA,

ce.  WHAT ARE |
| YOU TALKING |
| ABOUT? |

AREN'T YOU
THE SAME

k- |"i|

same on and
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\ IT WASN'T :
MAGNIFICENT, - HER THIN

BELIES HER
SPEED AND

SHE WE@

NEPAMETTREIAS
PHOENIXE
EIE’INE»‘

THE FIRERBIRD,
DION'T YOU?
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METYOU IN &
PERSON, T WAS \

7 WELL, 8UT MY \
PERSONALITY
DOESN'T GET

ALITTLE LET | DRAGGED
DOWN., INTO THE
PERFORMANCE
TOO.

YOU ARE
CUTER

THAN I
IMAGINED.
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normal of

course! 1sn't
that

obvious?

L,SEE
WHAT HE
MEANS...
IT'S TRUE,
WHEN I
PERFORM...
~§ 1 BECOME
| SOMEONE
- ELSE.




IT SEEMED \ (
LIKE IT wOouLD | |}
| 8E FLIN TO ‘
| SKATE AS A /
| PAIR WITH YOU, |

TN T A | whar's
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WHAT DID
HE MEAN?
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S SCARY!! =
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SOMETHING
DID HAPPEN.
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IF YOU DON'T ACT
MORE LADYLIKE,
YOU WON'T BE
POPULAR WITH
THE BOYS.
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LISTEN
HERE,
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AREN'T ANY
OTHER &leLS
BLATANTLY
SLEEPING IN

CLASS.
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/" I'M ALREADY
I | T00 POPLILAR.
I MUSTN'T €0
OVER MY
CAPACITY.

I STAYED
LIP LATE
LAST NIGHT
WATCHING THE
BALLET
SISELLE..

1 SEE.

THEN,
FOR NOW,
RPEMAIN
STANDING
80 Yyou
don't Fall
asleep.

“ENDED.UP
NOT{COMING
“TO/SCHOOL=H
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HE HASN'T
REPLIED TO

f

ANY OF MY

MESSAGES,

S0 I CAME

TO VISIT,
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OH!! IS
THAT YOU,
KIWAKO?
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IS HE
KEEPING
SECRET:

HIS WHERE-
ABOUTS A
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GOING..
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THINKING

ABOUT

BACK

THEN,

T WAS

CEET
STANDING
THERE
SadnlizzLE0 S

I'LL SEND A

BUT HE'LL MESSAGE
PROBABLY 1O NANAO
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/ WHOA!

KIWAKO ISN'T
PUTTING ANY
FEELING INTO
HER PERFOR-

MANCE,
What
happened
to all of her -
practice? — @&
e
W L[._ i f‘,L_}/
THERE'S @ |
NOTHING I ‘lll‘ HER HEART
CAN DO IF T 1 ISN'T INTO IT,
HE'S LIKE \ ,
\ SHE'S
THIS, :
l : [
|'|-_ { |
DID |
' SOME-
| 1T THING
PROBABLY HAPPEN? |
HAS TO 0O
WITH THAT
BOY..
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I OON'T FEEL
LIKE TALKING
TO ANYONE
RIGHT NOW,
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1 50 MAYBE
ey LATER..
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HOW LON&
ARE YOU
&0IN& TO
KEEP ME
WAITING?
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QUIT
TEASING
ME.
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L | ORIGINAL
\lrj WORK OF
| ART: DEATH

| POSE.
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N

BEING ~
__—POPULAR

= WAS |
SUPPOSED"

ITwis 10 8E FUN..
| ~5UPPOSED '-5\

 TOEE
SOMETHING
FOR ME TO

BE HAPPY




ORICOLURSE, »
gEING

ANFOR SOME
APEASON, I
NALWAYS
BELIEVED
THAT/T NEVER
AWOLILD 8E.
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ERASP OF o N Wep®

SIT MYSELF..
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R < A BOY WHO

AND THEN,
ON THE
OTHER HAND, ¢
THERE'S THE
VILLAGE BOY
WHO FELL IN
LOVE WITH
GISELLE.

N CHID HIS NOBLE
\LINEAGE AND
N\EISELLE




LTHE-E m'?..;
NOBLEL
VILEACE  8OY/HAD)
B{:}Y ;E_;_‘.;ﬁ'ﬁ; e
FOLUND -\
AND.  OUT, FIANCEE,
GISELLE
DIED
FROM
SHOCK.

THE

I CAN ONLY
SKATE THE
DANCE IF IT'M
IN LOVE.

I FEEL BAD
FOR THE
VILLAGE

gOY..

~THE NOBLE
. BOY WAS
PROBABLY

GISELLE
FOLIND
OuT

TOO.

COOL AS—1
= HIMT '

R ) ™ ) : ONLY IN
e e : / LOVE WITH

"GISELLE...
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2 o o Be W PUE cO0D
sho : PERSON.

WHAT é

wOouLD I
DO IN THAT
SITUATION?

\_--- ——  DYING FROM

[ SHOCK.
GISELLE IS &
I A FOOL. e ' 3

.

JUST
LIKE IT
WAS WITH
NANAO.

NO MATTER

WHICH ONE

I CHOOSE,
IT'LL BE
PAINFLIL
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.....

.......







MINATO...
WHY IS HE
GOING TO A
SKATING
RINK?

IF YOU'RE

_+-—H—r| T

LOOKING FOR | _
| SHE SAID THE KIWAKO, SHE f‘ :

‘ SKATING RINK LEFT EARLY. i

SHE'S @0INé TO

IS TWO HOURS £f
SKATING ¥4




[ 77 MINATO |5
g | WAIT A | SUPPOSED T
| MINUTE! g€ THEEE
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DO YOU /\

AT e | WANT TO ||
e T t WHERE IT / \
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WHERE'S
MINATO?

WHAT'S
&0IN& ON?
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KIWAKQO,

HE SUDDENLY
WANTED TO

WHY DIDON'T SKATE FOR SOME
HE USE OuR PEASON...

&0 LOOK. LOCAL RINK?

HE'S SKATING
NOW.

W ﬁ' : YOu
e SHOULD

< 7/ ASK HIM

/ | > E;.\ YOURSELF J

HE
3 SKATES
WONDER-
FULLY.

on Mo |
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KIWAKO! WHY
ARE YOL..P

............

................

MINATO?

&

THE
STRANGE
WAY YOU

O
oo €St

KEEP HIS DID

utH  NANAO
e b -
you? _

LEFT ME
HANGING...
I WAS..

HE TOLD ME
BECAUSE I
WAS WORRIED
ABOUT YOuU.
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IRRITATED WAS ME |
I SAID \ WITH BEING.. }|—
BEFORE THAT I |\ MYSELF.. TS
WAS SOINE TO I WAS FEELING
MAKE YOU SORRY FOR
FALL IN LOVE MYSELF.. OR
WITH ME, RATHER, I FELT : -
RIGHT? LIKE T WASN'T f
ANY 000,
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A~ T 7

TR R, 7
126all all\
over the
3 p!&t&."
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BUT I'M K
ST L,

PRACTICE  geem LIKE I
AND CANT  ~ouLD STILL

DO ANYTHING.
BUT WHILE | can't do e .
] SKATING, 1 dovble jumps.
“ HAD A REAL- |
IZATION,

TETTER AR L

L
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p,

YOU WERE
RIGHT.
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I OO LIKE
SKATING,
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HIM

e
e R L L R
e iy

SKATING
CAREFREELY

LIKE HE HAD
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I SEE
BEFORE
ME NOW...
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W
SIEN: -ICE SKATING RINK
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f/\ / UT T
[ um. | MESSED LIP
| cooLer | ESSED U

REALLY, I
MEAN IT!!

| | THAN
> | NANAO? [

f &0 AHEAD
AND SAY IT
ALREADY,

YOU HAVE TO
GET INTO IT/

YOU HAVE |
TO AIM FOR J
THE TOP!
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WHAT?

ARE YOU

TRYING TO
ROVOKE
ME?P
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MY
POPLILARITY
WITH GUYS IS
ZERQ.,

/

/’ SERIOUSLY?

HAVE YOU
TAKEN A
&000
LOOK?

L

Wha‘t's H ‘e .hE}':
with this Caltm
tension? down--

I TOLD

yOu IT ¢ ARE YOU
WAS LOVE — TALKING

AT FIRST

OHING®
MINATO
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THAT'S WHY T
HAVE TO GIVE
THEM HONEST

ANSWERS
TOO.

JUST
LIKE WHEN I 110 sveo.
eIVE THOSE 1 M OVEE:
INTERVIEWS
BEFORE 1 THSTj;TiTS
0. 0OUT. ON
TO, THE ICE!

- 8UT NOW,
SOMEHOW

TR

4N UH... THIS 1S

U .l TRICKY.

1-1 et S TPEEL LIKE T'LL

o GUESST \ /A ) 'r‘_; ﬁfﬁﬁw SOMETHING
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END OF CHAPTER 7

I AIM FOR
THE TOPR,
SO I CAN'T
CONSIDER
ANYONE
OTHER
THAN
NANAO/
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