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4 ANTIQUE
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"COSE”,

HOWEVER,
BEHIND CLOSED
DOORS,
IrTicA
DISMAL SHOP

ART OF
AN UNUSUAL
NATURE.
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BEHIND THE ROSE
MIYAKO HORIFURU
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|_THAT.MUST. BE:

-~ THE-OIL- PAINTING
—_r RECENTLY__|

ACQUIRED
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THIS IS POSE,
A MYSTERIOUS
eleL
P
OF UNPEFIN-
ABLE AGE AND
THE OWNER
OF THIS SHOP...
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WELL?
HURRY AND
TAKE [T out,
YOU DRECK!

I'VE BEEN ’
COMPLETELY Y
UNDER HER
THUME FOR
THE PAST SIX
MONTHS.
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I'M REITA
OIKAWA,

A ZO-YEAR-OLP
STUHPENT FROM
A LOCAL ART
LUNIVERSITY THAT
IS CURRENTLY
WORKING
(SLAVING AWAY)
HERE AS A
PART TIME JOB.
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WHY SHE
E&E-

SPITS VENOM
AT ME.

I'LL NEVER BE
TAKEN
SERPIOUSLY
IFI KEEP
GETTING
OPPERPED
ARPOLND BY
A CHILD..
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INDEED.

SINCE TAKING
THIS JOB,
I'VE HAD MY
FAIR SHARE
OF OpPp
EXPERIENCES.

IT'S KINDA
CREEPY IF
YOU ASK ME.

“THE PORTRAIT
OF MARY -
; FRANCESCA" s} T N




BUT THIS
TIME WAS
A BIT
DIFFER-
ENT.

ITALL
HAPPENED
S0 QUICKLY..
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WHAT’S
WRONG?!
ARE YO?




OF MARY

IT IS WIDELY \
FEARED AQ

THE “CURCE
OF MARY".

LIKE THE WOMAN
IN THE PAINTING,
IT IS SAID THAT
FOR FOUR DAYS

ool SR

THAT ONLY
AFFLICTS
WOMEN.
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SHE'S STILL
JUST A CHILD...
I HAVE TO PO
SOMETHINEG/!/

; -

I TALK BI&..
BUT SHE'S THE
ONE PAYINE ME
A 800D SALARY
H”Ha? 1]

UGH, WHAT
DO 1 DO?!
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I'M SLPE
SHE’LL CHEW
ME OUT FOR
=\ THIS LATER... |

BUT I HAVE TO -
SAVE HER NO L "¥-b . T I
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STOMP
STOMP é

STOMP




I CEEIT...
I OEE THE LIGHT ...

5 HAVE
f TO/C0 THAT FAR!

WHAT'S
: WITH
- YOU?!

AREN'T WE
BETTER OFF 4
WITHOUT
SOMETHING S0
DANGEROUS?!

THAT : JZA S
PAINTING

A USELESS

-\ LIFEW

i IS MINE,
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WHAT THE HELL?
| I WAS ONLY
THINKING

OF YOU.
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AS THE
';f' ADPLULT HERE,
M r | I'M DOINE MY
=#| BESTTO BE
A ] THE BiscER
W - PERSON,
(1 1

WHY DOES
e B
BUT VENOM
AT MEP
WHAT pDID .
ITEVER PO |=—_
TO HER? =
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SEE PART
_HER FAC

NOW YOU
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HMPH!

WiLL MOST

WHEN THE

WOMAN'S FACE

LIKELY
HAPPEN

IS UNCOVERED
ON THE 4TH DAY.
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ENOUGH

I'VE HAD
FOR TODAY.

GOODNIG
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HAHA,
T WOLLON'T
SO THAT FAR!
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600D THING,

e euTioTIL
: FEEL UNEASQY. ..
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ARTISTS...

AN INTEREST
IN ISTH CENTURY

ACTUALLY,
! HAVE QUITE

I'VE HAD
SOME FAMIL
ISSUES TO
KA-CHACK

TAKE CARE OF.




“THE PORTRAIT OF
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IT SAYS, FOUR DAYS
AFTER THE PAINTING
WAS COMPLETED,
FOOSE LOST HIS LOVE
AND IN HIC GRIEF,
COMMITTED SUICIDE.
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| ME THOUGH.

ALITTLE
RURAL LIBRARY
IN THE MIDDLE
OF NOWHERE
HAS SUCH
FANTASTIC
RESOURCES!
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WELL,

IT TURNS
OuUT THAT
MARY
FRANCESCA
wag

A QUEEN WHO T

WAS MARRIED TO e
THE RULER OF A
SMALL NATION.

AFFLICTED
WITH A
MYSTERIOUS
DISEASE,
HER SKIN
BEGAN
TO PEEL OFF.

AT THE
SAME TIME,
A DROUEHT
STRUCK
THE LAND
AND BEFORPE
LONG, SHE
BECAME KNOWN
AS "THE CLURSED
RUEEN".
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euTIT
WAS NOT

MEANT
TO LAST
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A wise AND Q
A eeAUTIFUL, [X

1 sHE was |
POPLULAR |7
WITH '

THE PEOPLE... [l







TODAY'S
THE LEFT
ARM.

YOU'RE
AN ART
STUDENT, YET
YOU DON'T
EVEN KNOW
THAT MUCH?

IT BE OIL
PAINTS AND
LINSEED 0IL?
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IT
HAPPENED
TO CATCH
MY EYE

AND THE
HOURLY WASE
WAS 00D,

NEVER
REALLY
INTERESTED
IN GETTING
ALONE WITH
HER. AS
LONE AS T
&0T MY
PAYCHECK,
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I SAW A
WANTED AD
FOR THE
ANTIQUE
SHOP "ROSE"
ON THE
LNIVERSITY
NOTICE BOARPD.

MY PARENTS
HAD RECENTLY
FASSED AWAY,
6. i AND I WAS
—il N FINANCIAL

I HAD BEEN RO

SAVING LiP
BUT WAS sO
BLISY THAT
o -
METO | i

i
1

%] SOCIAL LIFE. §
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IN TRUTH,
IT MADE R
ME REALIZE

e THAT I HAD
EEET‘I‘ HOPING

THAT'S D

RIGHT... NEED ME.




WANTEDST®
BE LUSEFLISNEES
LIKE T-WAST Y=

BACK THENY.
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WE'LL JUST

HAVE TO MAKE
HER SKIN
BEAUTIFUL

IF MARY'S SKIN
IS THE REASON
FOR THE CHANGE
IN THE PAINTING,




I'VE BEEN
THINKING

)/ LY e mrewee caze
| COULD ONLY MEAN

STROKE




IN LOVE
WITH FOOSE,

MARY WAS
WASN'T SHE?
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- KA-CHACK.
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THANKFULLY
NOTHING
HAPPENED,
BUT STILL...
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SHE'S A
PRETTY
SUBJECT
FOR MY
PAINTING, BUT B
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YES,
THAT
SKIN IS
PATHER
GHASTLY,
SN'T IT?

NO

-
AN
ey ;
-
o

i

> A

Cu

4 S
T
.#q.:_w....__rw
QI
-~
~J

THERE

......

|

— ,_g

A LL

r._._

THISICKIN]ISS

(3

BUE]

HOWJDETECTA




THAT WOMAN’S

WHITE

SKIN 15...
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THAT
WOMAN...
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I'M SHCH?
AN 1DIOT/

THERE'S A

MIRROR IN
THAT DRAWER!
REFLECT MARY'S
FACE INTO IT!
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WOULD YOU
REALLY HAVE ME
ANY OTHER WAY?

BECALUSE

@“‘“ -

SHE DENIES 1T,
SHE NEEDS ME/

S PUTONAE
"THE TEA!

] ?“ﬂHﬂDﬂH’T
EﬂﬂWFW '

!DEAE"

\ﬁﬁh\

SHE STILL |,
SAYS ;
THINGS e
THAT HURT
ME! 3

I'MALL
RIGHT
NOW.
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